Brussels American School Advisory Committee (BASAC)


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the 6 JAN 2004 BASAC Meeting

1) The chairman, called the meeting to order at 1730.  In addition to the Chairman, all 6 other board members, and 6 others were present. 

2) Welcome/Opening: The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He stated that the meeting would start with a briefing from the Family Advocacy Program staff from NSA and then follow the published agenda.

3) Family Advocacy Program – The NSA staff presented a child safety program that the school could potentially use to help educate the students, teachers, and parents of BAS about abuse – including child abuse, sexual abuse, peer abuse, and dating violence.  Meeting attendees then watched a 20 minute video to get an understanding of the types of materials that were available from the program.  Discussion followed the screening and board members decided they would take the time over the next several weeks to view all the movies included in the program and make a collective suggestion to the principal as to how best BAS might pursue the topic of abuse.

4) Principal’s Report:

a) Exams – end of January, also the end of the 2nd quarter

b) Maintenance Projects – a lot of good maintenance work has been done at the school lately – special thanks to the BEST team for all their hard work

5) Student Report:

a) New Lockers – students like the look of the new lockers, but note that they lack a shelf

b) Winter Dance – 22 January, sponsored by the Sophomore class

6) Engineering Projects:

a) Locker replacement – the lockers in the school have been replaced.  

b) Painting – the corridors and MPR room were painted.  The concerns raised about lead-based paint were resolved by the fact that the paint used contained an ingredient to seal in any existing lead.

c) Playground – replacement of damaged tiles on the playground was completed.

d) Carpeting – was replaced in all 4 school building hallways

7) School Liaison Officer Report:

a) Retaining Wall – work has begun and weather permitting will be completed 30 January.

b) Parking lot lines – The old yellow lines in the parking lot are to be removed.  Once that is accomplished and weather permitting the bus zones, speed bumps and parking spaces will be repainted.  New parking spaces will be lined off in the small lot across from the gym.

c) Perimeter Fencing – the perimeter fence will be replaced in the near future with a new technology fence that will help the guards better monitor the entire perimeter (awaiting work permit approval).

d) Serving Line – the statement of work to have the serving line renovated in the cafeteria is being submitted by DPW to the Brussels Regional Contracting Office (work is projected to be accomplished before next school year).

e) BE driver’s license training program – NSA is looking into contracting out a BE Driver's License Training Program (similar to the one offered by ISB).

8) New Issue: Math textbook – The chairman outlined the curriculum review process as it currently exists, but noted the regulation was currently being rewritten.  He suggested, and the committee agreed, to draft a letter through the principal to the Isles District outlining the changes we would like to see in order that the system would ensure greater transparency in the future.

9) Open Forum Issues

a) 20 Min Parking Spot – revisited from last meeting - the PTSO volunteer of the month spot will become a combined PTSO/20 minute drop-off parking spot.

b) School Calendar – also revisited from last meeting - the BAS calendar is synchronized as much as possible with the other calendars in the community.  To ensure greater visibility of this exists, the principal suggested putting it on the agenda for the March meeting to review the calendar for next school year.

10) Next Meeting – will be held in the Information Center:  3 FEB 2004 at 1730.

Respectfully Submitted,

BASAC Secretary

