Brussels American School Advisory Committee (BASAC)


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the 4 NOV 2003 BASAC Meeting

1) The chairman, called the meeting to order at 1730.  In addition to the chairman, 5 board members and 5 others were present. 

2) Welcome/Opening: The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He stated that though in the past two copies of the agenda, one for the meeting and a sanitized version for the web, were produced, in the future there would only be one version.  There would continue to be two versions of the minutes.

3) Principal’s Report – nothing to report, the principal was TDY.

4) Student Report: 

a) Halloween Dance – went well, everyone had a lot of fun

b) Winter Dance – is being planned for January by the Sophomore class

c) Locker replacement question – The student representative asked what students will do for locker space during the time lockers are being replaced.  The answer was given during the engineering report. 

5) Engineering Projects:

a) Locker replacement – the lockers in the school will be replaced.  The order will be the high school building first, then the elementary building.  It is planned to begin the middle of December and finish in the New Year.  The administration recognizes that students will be without lockers for a short time period and that during those times students and teachers would have to work together to find a good solution for those without lockers.

b) Painting – the corridors and MPR room will be painted.  The gym will probably not be painted.  It was noted that some concerns were raised about lead-based paint and that they were being looked into.

c) Playground – the contract to remove damaged tiles from the playground was completed and the work will take place in the Thanksgiving time frame.

d) Storage area – under the stairwell will have items removed

e) Gym Roof – a request, subject to availability of funds, will be put together and submitted to get the gym roof replaced (no guarantees)

6) School Liaison Officer Report:

a) Retaining Wall – a coordination meeting will be held 5 November for all parties involved.  Construction will begin soon and there should be little disruption to normal school activities.

b) Parking lot lines – a work order was submitted to have all the lines on the school grounds repainted.  When that is done, new lines will be painted in the small lot across from the gym.

c) American Education Week – is 16-22 November.  There will be a luncheon for teachers and BASAC parent representatives on 20 November. 

d) Track Signs – two new signs were posted at the track

e) Safety Memo – a DoDDS-E safety memo outlining some of the areas of concern in maintaining a safe and secure school environment was distributed at the meeting.

f) Wall of Fame – the Booster Club intends to use some of the wall space in the gym to highlight the athletics program at the school and some of the exceptional athletes who have attended BAS in the past.

7) New Issue: Math textbook – at the last meeting, a parent indicated he was interested to know how the math textbooks were chosen for the school and whether or not students, parents, and teachers at the local level had any input into the process.  The chairman reported that in email exchanges with district where he asked how we could be involved with curriculum selection the answer was, discuss it at BASAC, raise input to the DAC (District Advisory Committee), which in turn would raise it to the AAC (Area Advisory Committee), and so on up the chain.  Another board member reported that when he inquired at the most recent Dependent Education Council Working Group meeting about the process for how schools can provide input into the curriculum selection process it was not entirely clear.  After much discussion during which the teachers shared their personal experience with the process, it was determined that there was a need to go back and do some more research to fully understand the process and determine if a mechanism already existed in the system for input at our level.

8) Open Forum Issues

a) 20 Min Parking Spot – the question of whether a spot out in front of the school could be designated as parking for drop-off/pick-up type activities was brought up.  After some brief discussion it was determined that the issue should be referred to the principal upon her return from TDY.

b) School Calendar – the question of whether the BAS calendar was synchronized with the NATO HQ calendar was asked.  There was some discussion about the differences between the school holidays and the NATO HQ holidays and the desire to see them line-up where possible.  It was not clear if an attempt had been made to synchronize the calendars this year, but the consensus was that it had not.  It had been done in the past, but despite the attempt to allow for family coordinated time, students were absent other additional days for family reasons, and the days did not prove convenient for teacher planning, so the school went back to taking those days that were best for the school and the faculty.

9) Next Meeting – will be held in the Information Center: 2 DEC 2003 at 1730.

Respectfully Submitted,

BASAC Secretary

