Brussels American School Advisory Committee (BASAC)


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the 7 OCT 2003 BASAC Meeting

1) The chairman called the meeting to order at 1730.  In addition to the Chairman, 5 board members and 4 others were present.

2) Welcome/Opening: The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and mentioned that copies of the minutes from September’s meeting and the agenda for the current meeting were available. 

3) Principal’s Report: 

a) Funding – more money, nearly $117K, was made available through end of year funds.  Among the items mentioned were an additional $5K for books, $12K for new track equipment, $40K for new lockers, and $ for paint and carpeting.  

b) SAC Training – the issue of whether current SAC members needed training was brought up; after some brief discussion noting that several members attended training last year and the new members of SAC had served in previous years it was decided that training would not be necessary.

c) PTSO Coffees – PTSO has been doing a nice job with the parent morning coffees where a lot of good information is being disseminated

d) Lunch movies – when weather is inclement, a movie is shown during lunch recess – the movies have a ‘G’ rating

e) Math – in line with this year’s theme of math matters the school is looking into the programs of Math Counts and Math Olympiad

4) Student Report:

a) Spirit Week – went well, everyone had a lot of fun and showed a lot of school spirit

b) Homecoming – was very successful; in particular the finger-food buffet was great

c) SCA  meetings – are going well

5) Engineering Projects:

a) Carpeting/Painting – working on the details of when the painting of the interior of the classrooms will take place 

b) Leaking roof – areas in the Cafeteria, PTSO room, and PE office have been identified as having leaks and are being looked into

c) Kitchen window – suffered some damage, apparently due to the recent wind storm and will be repaired

6) School Liaison Officer Report:

a) Retaining Wall – along JFKlaan will be extended probably starting the first week of NOV.  There should be little disruption to normal school activities by the construction.

b) Baseball field construction – work on the dugouts and fencing has begun

c) Cafeteria Improvement Funding – $59K was approved for funding the improved service line project in the school cafeteria.  The Corps of Engineers has the contract.
d) Force Protection – 15 OCT there will be a meeting to talk through the school evacuation plan with all those involved, including local authorities
e) Ambulance funding – 80th ASG has indicated a willingness to continue funding the cost of having an ambulance on site at the home football games

f) NSA Future Study – $80K has been committed to a study of future NSA requirements
7) BASAC Goals SY 03-04 – the goals for this year were discussed and decided upon.  They are posted on the web at http://www.brussels.army.mil/BASAC_0304/0304_Objectives.htm. 

8) Open Forum Issues

a) Math textbook – A parent was interested to know how the math textbooks were chosen for the school and whether or not students, parents, and teachers at the local level had any input into the process.  The principal briefly explained the process and the motivation behind having a uniform curriculum across all of DoDs as well as the advantages of doing a single bulk purchase.  After some initial discussion it was decided to allow everyone until next meeting to prepare for more in-depth discussion about local satisfaction with the current Algebra I textbook in particular and what avenue may or may not exist at the local level to use alternate material.

b) Parking lines – the small parking lot across from the gym has no painted lines.  There was discussion about the possibility of having lines painted.  That prompted the comment that it would be good to have a sign forbidding parking along the gym directly across from the small lot as it makes backing out of the lot very difficult.  Both issues will be looked into.

9) Next Meeting – will be held in the Information Center: 4 NOV 2003 at 1730.

Respectfully Submitted,

BASAC Secretary

