Brussels American School Advisory Committee (BASAC)


MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the 2 Sep 2003 BASAC Meeting

1) The chairman, called the meeting to order at 1730.  In addition to the Chairman, 6 board members and 6 others were present. 

2) Welcome/Opening: The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and back for a new school year.    He said that the BASAC had some success last year and that he hoped it could be built upon this year.  Among the things mentioned were the extension of dependents of invitee nations in a tuition-free status (space-available), SETS implementation, updated school web site, pizza & planning meetings, and better awareness of the 6 year plan.

3) Principal’s Report:

a) BBQ/Open house – went very well

b) Attendance – 307 enrolled.  Noted that some people had the impression that 300 was a magic number for staffing, but in fact, the school is staffed based on the 234 space required students.  67 students are PfP.

c) Schedules – mailing out of the schedules seemed to work well for the students

d) Rumors of closings – Puerto Rico is closing, but nothing heard or expected for DoDDs Europe

e) Funding - $15K of EOY money came back to schools specifically for the Media Center (also  $30K for video production); another $5K is available for other projects.

f) Graduation Policy – starting with the class of 2004 (this year’s seniors) class rank will be calculated after the 8th (final) semester; starting with the class of 2007 (this year’s freshman) students will need a 2.0 average to graduate

g) AP Courses – the exam is now mandatory for those who take AP courses and want to get credit (benefit of weighted average); DoDDs will pay for the exam

h) Fall Sports – an equal number of students expressed interest in tennis and x-country; there was no sponsor for x-country, so BAS will field a tennis team

4) Student Report:

a) Senior Class – current size is 34.

b) BBQ – went very well – even though the open house was for the Elementary, the HS attendance was high for the welcome back 

c) SCA – first meeting is 3 SEP

5) Engineering Projects:

a) Thanks – to NSA Commander and the BEST team for all their hard work over the summer 

b) 5 year plan – is being worked on

6) School Liaison Officer Report: 

a) Track/Lighting project – signed off on.  Additional fencing has been requested and signs with rules regarding appropriate use will be posted (i.e. no cleats on the running surface)

b) AAFES School Lunch Program – there were 3 workers in the kitchen to start the school year.  If EOY $ is available will look at upgrading the serving line

c) Picnic tables – there are new picnic tables on the school grounds that came from the NSA

d) Bus Driver training – drivers received their Force Protection training from the NSA Force Protection NCO on 28 AUG

e) Work schedule – SLO is available T-W-Th 0800-1700
f) Town Hall meeting – will be 3 SEP at 1800 at NSA
7) BASAC Goals SY 03-04 – the starting point for this year’s goals will be where we left off last year.  Draft goals need to be worked on, finished in OCT and then set down in NOV.  This year’s DoDEA theme is Math Matters. 

8) Open Forum Issues – None.

9) Other Issues

g) NSA Bus – the last bus in the queue after school will depart for School Age Services (SAS) and is open to students in grades 6 and above who have an ID card.  The program will continue to offer help with homework.  There will be an additional bus on Thursdays 

h) Fence line – the fence around BAS will eventually be replaced as funding for it has been approved

10) Next Meeting – will be held in the Information Center: 7 OCT 2003 at 1730.

Respectfully Submitted,

BASAC Secretary

