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The Country of Belgium


A Little Info on the Country


Belgium is a small country, but not the smallest in the world.  It is about the size of the state of Maryland. Belgium is bordered by the Netherlands (Holland), Germany, Luxembourg and France. When traveling to these countries by car, it can take up to 2 hours.  It’s neat when you can call friends back home and tell them you went to three different countries in one day. 


The weather in Brussels is ok.  It is cold here in the winter, but it hardly snows.  The Ardennes, which is near the German border, has mountains and snow quite often.  So if you want to go cross country skiing you can go there.  Or cross the border into Germany and go mountain skiing or snow boarding.  The coast is not far from here, and a lot of families like going there in the summer.


Currently the Euro is the name of the money used throughout Europe.  The coins are one, two, five, ten, twenty, and fifty Euro cents. Additionally there are one and two Euro coins. The bills are the five, ten, twenty, fifty, hundred, two hundred, and five hundred Euro dollars.    


Belgium has tons of castles and churches. Each town has a Grand Place, which is located in the center of town.  There you can find the open markets and parks.  The markets are fun for kids to visit.  When adults first get to Brussels they try to visit every castle and museum around.


They seem to enjoy them more than kids.  You’ll have to bear with them because they will eventually tire of them.


Brussels is the capital, and there are about one million people living and working here.  The people have three cultures.  They speak French, Dutch, or Flemish.  A lot of the Belgians can also speak English.


Everyday Needs


Television


Most of the television programs on cable are in Dutch and French.  Only a few are in English. 


A lot of families are buying satellites and decoders.  This helps them get AFN (The American Forces Network). 





Moving to Brussels


Getting Over the Fear


When you found out your family was moving to Brussels, you were probably a little bit mad and afraid.  Most kids are not happy about having to leave their friends. Of course you will probably miss them and where you came from. 


After arriving it might take a few days or even weeks to get settled in. You will probably have to live in a hotel until a house is found, but you will get used to it.  There are lots of things to do here that are fun for kids.  If you would like to find out more just read on!  
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There are many popular American movies and cartoons shown on Belgian television.  The late night shows on television are usually not for kids.  It might be smart to bring a video recorder with you.  Make sure it has a dual current.  A lot of people burn their video recorders out when they get here because they plug them in the wrong type of sockets.


Belgian television is not quite like television in America, but you will survive.
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The Local Food


If you are afraid there might not be any McDonalds, Burger Kings or Pizza Huts, you are in luck because there are several of them in Brussels.  


 


One of the main differences between eating in a Belgian restaurant and an American one is here a lot of the smaller ones will let you take your dogs in with you.  So don’t be surprised if you walk into a restaurant and see a dog sitting next to its owner.


 


Actually the food here is really good.  Most kids like the waffles and their French fries.  The waffles are different than they are anywhere else in the world.  The fries are often eaten with mayonnaise and forks.  Mussels and chocolate candy are real popular with the adults. Make sure you never go into a small restaurant and ask for “An American Burger”. 
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Continued from page 1





Hengelhoef





Hengelhoef is a very fun place to visit.  It has a water park, campsite, and a wildlife area, which features fifty different kinds of birds and animals.  Some of its other fun things are the water bicycles, miniature trains, carrousels, and water slides.   Hengelhoef is open from the beginning of April to the end of September.  It is located in the town of Genk, which is about forty-five minutes away from Brussels.  If you go there you will have a lot of fun.  





Walibi





Walibi is a theme park.  There are many rides, games, and places to buy ice cream and other good food. In the same park there is another area called Aqualibi, and it is a water park. The rides are just as cool as the rides found in parks in the United States. The ride called the “Rapids” seems to be everyone’s favorite. 





Mini~Europe





It is interesting in Mini Europe, which is located in BruPark in Northwest Brussels. When you go there, it seems like you are in the real country, but it is little. If you step on it you might break some of the stuff in the country. In Mini~Europe you can see many famous buildings and landmarks such as Big Ben, the Eiffel Tower, The Leaning Tower of Pisa, and other important landmarks. 





There is also a huge turtle you can have your picture taken with. It is kind of a neat feeling when you go there because why spend lots of money visiting a lot of places in Europe when you can just go to Mini~Europe. 





Kinepolis





Kinepolis is a big movie theater with thirty-six halls. It is the best one in Brussels, maybe even the best in Europe. It is located near Mini-Europe. The theatre always shows some of the newest movies. A lot of them are movies that are currently showing in America. There are a total of 108 screens and thirty-four thousand very comfortable seats. There are a lot of snack stands that sell good food. Be careful of the popcorn. The Belgians use sugar on their popcorn rather than salt. A lot of Americans do not buy the popcorn because they do not like the sugary taste.
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It is raw hamburger with spices.  Most kids think it tastes real gross.





Clothes





Clothes for kids in Belgium are very nice but expensive.   You can find some of the same latest styles here as you do anywhere else in the world.  A lot of the ladies seem to wear tighter clothes. There are two American military bases that are about an hour’s drive from Brussels.  One is Chievres, which is in Belgium.  The other is Schinnen, which is in Holland.  That is where most people with ID cards buy their clothes.  Some of the families go to bases in Germany to shop.  Getting clothes is never a problem here.  When it is, parents just order from the catalogs.  





Entertainment 





There are a lot of places for kids in and outside of Brussels.  This does not include the antique shops and the flea markets you probably have heard your parents talk about constantly.
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The Grand Place





The Grand Place in Brussels is a town within a town.  It is very large.  A lot of festivals and reenactments are held there.  There is a huge flower show that is held there every other year, which attracts people from all over the world.





In the Grand Place some of the best waffles in the world are sold.  They also have real expensive stores that parents like going in.  There really aren’t any stores for children there.   There are cobblestone streets in the entire area.  You have to make sure you wear the right type of shoes because they are hard to walk on.  The world famous “Manneken Pis” (the statue of the little boy peeing) is also there.  Most people are real surprised when they see how small the statue really is.  Most kids love going to the Grand Place during the Christmas season.  There is usually a Christmas market and an ice skating rink.  It is especially fun at night.





Organizations





If you were in the Scouts back in America have no fear.  There are several groups in Brussels.  They do some of the same types of fun activities, such as camping, that they do back in America.                                                                              





If you like playing sports, there is the Brussels Sports Association that you can become a member of. They sponsor soccer, basketball and baseball. The neat thing about this organization is that you can meet a lot of kids from other schools.  There is a fee to join.





Youth Services is another organization that is popular with kids.  You have to have an ID card to attend. The organization sponsors a lot of after school socials. They also take you to concerts and other types of entertainment.





Brussels American School





Brussels American School, better known as BAS, probably will be the school you will attend.  There are five buildings that make up the campus.   The school is made up of students in


 �








Kindergarten through twelfth grade.  There is only one class per grade level, with a little over three hundred students in the entire school.  Not all of the students in the school are American citizens.  The student bodies represent about nineteen different countries. Most of the classes are taught in English. Two of the main reasons why parents and students seem to like BAS are because it is a drug free and safe school.  There are rarely any fights among the students.  There are security guards on campus twenty-four hours a day.  They are here not because of the students, but to protect us from the threat of terrorism.





Extracurricular Activities





There are a number of after-school activities that are sponsored at BAS.  Some activities are more popular than others.  Most of them are for the High School and Middle School students.  Some of the activities are: Model United Nations, Yearbook, Middle School Drama, Newspaper, National Honor Society, Academic Games, Math Counts, Middle/High School Student Council, Future Business Leaders of America, Interscholastic and Intramural Athletics, and class officers.





Activities offered to the Elementary students are The Drama Club, Student Council, and The Computer Club.  





Athletic Programs





The sports program at BAS is very good.  The majority of the high school and middle school students usually participate in at least one or more.  The programs offered are: Cheerleading, Women’s Volleyball, Men’s and Women’s Cross Country, Men’s and Women’s Tennis, Men’s Football, Men’s and Women’s Basketball, Men’s Wrestling, Men’s and Women’s Track and Field, and Men’s and Women’s Soccer.  





One of the neat advantages of being on the teams is that you have a chance to travel to a lot of different countries.  The majority of the teams that the school competes with are out of 








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





This booklet was written by the “Kids” in


The Fifth Grade Class at


Brussels American School


Brussels, Belgium





If you have any further unanswered questions


Please e-mail us at


Principal_BRUSSELS_EHS@eu.odedodea.edu
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countries  such as Germany, England, Holland and Spain.  Usually only the High School students can go on the sports trips.





Time To Pack Your Bags





Hopefully, this Web page will help you give you a better understanding about life in Brussels, Belgium.  There will be things that were mentioned on this Web page that you will agree with and things that you will not agree with when you get here.  But for the time being, pack your bags, and get ready to head to Brussels!
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